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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce concentration o1 
stresses on a sliding part by disposing it projected 
from the recessed portion provided at a holder, the side 
thereof being kept apart from the open end of the inside 
wall of the recessed portion so as not to contact the 
open end edge. 

SOLUTION- At an end face of a valve lifter 4 that is 
slidably supported by a cylinder block and made of 
metal, a recessed portion 4a where a shim 5 made of 
ceramics is seated as a sliding part. The shim 5 is 
loosely inserted into an inside wall 4b of the recessed 
portion 4a. A side face 5a of the shim 5 that is kept 
apart from the inside wall 4b of the recessed portion 4a 
of the valve lifter 4 is configured so as not to contact 
an edge 4d of an open end 4c of the recessed portion 4a. 
Accordingly, even if a tangential force F is generated 
by sliding friction between the cam and the shim 5 by 
disposing a point P of the edge 4d lower than the open 
end 4c the edge 4d of the inside wall 4b of the open 
end 4c' does not contact the side face 5a of the shim 5 
directly. As a result, concentration of stress on the 
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